A retrospective study of infant mortality of cotton-top tamarins (Saguinus oedipus) in captive breeding.
Fifty of 156 (32%) colony bred cotton-top tamarins were stillborn, and 31 (20%) died within the first week after birth. The stillbirth rate was related to litter size and parity in captivity. A higher percent of single births were stillborn (69%) compared to those of twin births (26%) (p less than 0.005). A higher percent of infants born of the first litter in captivity (42%) were stillborn than those of subsequent litters (23%) (p less than 0.025). Stillbirths were not related to season of birth or sex of infant. Survival of live infants was unrelated to season of birth, sex, litter size, or number of litters.